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An Interview With:
		
RORY McILROY

MODERATOR:  Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen.  We are very pleased to have Rory McIlroy here for his sixth Masters. 
	Rory's best finish in the Masters was a tie for 15 in 2011.  Rory's 2014 season is already off to a good start with four Top‑25 finishes, and obviously you must be delighted to have shot 65 in the final round at the Shell Houston Open on Sunday, good preparation.
	Tell us more about your preparations for the tournament. 
	RORY McILROY:  Yeah, I came here to Augusta last Monday and Tuesday, had a couple of practice rounds, and as you said, went to Houston, played in the tournament over there.  Finished nice, finished strongly on Sunday.  It was nice to shoot a round like that coming in here. 
	So, yeah, preparations have been good.  Obviously didn't get a chance to do much yesterday with the weather.  So just practiced for an hour and a half early in the morning, and then played a few holes out there today.  The course is a little softer than it was last week but I'm sure with a little bit of wind and SubAir and a bit of good weather, the course will be playing perfectly by the time Thursday comes around. 
	Excited to be back here.  As you say, it's my sixth Masters, which is amazing to think how time flies; that it's been six years since the first time I came here.  Really looking forward to the week.  It's probably the most anticipated week of the year.  So glad to be a part of it and looking forward to getting going. 

	Q.  Why do you think this, as opposed to the other Majors, makes it the most anticipated week of the year? 
	RORY McILROY:  It's been eight months since we've had a major; it's Augusta.  Even though the season started it feels like a long time ago, it's sort of the ‑‑ I think the official start of the golf season to more of the general public.  You've sort of got the major season starts at Augusta in April and sort of ends at the PGA in August. 

	Q.  Is there a sense, too, though, that there seems to be this course produces a certain number of players who play it well, and that you might be one of them?
	RORY McILROY:  Yeah, I mean, I certainly feel comfortable on the golf course here.  It's funny you say that.  I played behind Angel Cabrera today for a few holes, and he's a guy that seems to come here and play well.  He's obviously won the tournament and was in the playoff last year.  I played with him in the final round in 2011. 
	There's a lot of guys that seems like once they drive up Magnolia Lane here, something sort of, you know, lights up inside them.  Yeah, I feel, as I say, comfortable on the course.  I'm disappointed that my best finish was only 15th.  I feel like I've played better than that and haven't quite got the results.
	Hopefully I can change that this week. 

	Q.  Just touching on something you mentioned earlier about parity in golf, do you feel that right now ‑‑ Adam was in here earlier and said there was probably 20 guys that could win this tournament.  For a long time, for many years, there was one guy that was a favored pretty much every time.  Do you think golf was better then, or do you think it's better now when there's an array of guys coming on?
	RORY McILROY:  I think golf is in great hands at the minute.  I think golf is in a really good place.  In terms of the professional game, there's a lot of guys that can win.  There's a lot of guys that have a chance to win any given week.  The fields are deep.  So on the professional side, it's good. 
	On the more, you know ‑‑ participation in golf is down 13 percent.  There's a few things that might need to be done for golf to become played more again, participated more, in terms of the general public. 
	So it depends; if you're asking about tournament golf and professional golf, I think golf is in a good place.  And if you're talking about participation and people getting into the game, I think there could be a few different things done to improve that. 

	Q.  Do you think a Tiger figure makes the sport that much bigger? 
	RORY McILROY:  Yeah, it does.  The Tiger effect on golf has been huge from the mid '90s up until now.  I think any sport benefits from a dominant figure like that to not really drive the game forward, but to maybe be the legend ‑‑ like LeBron James, for example, at the minute, in basketball, or Cristiano Ronaldo in football or Messi.  It's been Roger Federer, Rafael Nadal in tennis, people like that, people that win on a regular basis and people you can sort of look up to have heros.  That's what I was trying to say last week when I was talking about a dominant figure. 

	Q.  Six years into your career here, are there golf holes out there that are always on your mind that you're just happy with four pars by the end of the week? 
	RORY McILROY:  I think there's a lot of holes out there that you would take four pars on.  For example, the first hole, it's not a hole that ‑‑ it's nice to get off to just a good, steady start.
	There's a few tough par 4s on the front nine; the first hole, fifth, seventh.  Those are holes that if you give me four 4s today, I'd take them. 
	And then there's holes that you have to take advantage of.  They are the ones that play on your mind more because you feel if you make par on them, you feel like you're losing ground to the field.  The par 5s are obviously an example of that.  I think, as history shows here at Augusta, you need to play the par 5s well to have a chance to win. 

	Q.  As a player and as a fan, what is it going to be like this week without Tiger here? 
	RORY McILROY:  You know, having Tiger in a tournament definitely creates more buzz, more of an atmosphere.  You know where he is on the course just by the crowd and the gallery that follows him. 
	You know, as a player, doesn't really make any difference.  As a fan, it's always better to have him in the golf tournament.  But no matter who is in contention or who is going to win this week, the Masters always provides a great finish regardless of who is there. 
	I think people will miss him at the start of the week, but by the end of the week, when it comes down to who is going to win the golf tournament, there's going to be a worthy winner and it will produce a lot of excitement.  Will he be missed then by the fans?  I'm not sure, but it always produces a great finish whether Tiger is in the mix or not. 

	Q.  Eighteen winners in the last 21 events, you talked about a dominant figure, but how open is this Masters?  How many guys can win; a number? 
	RORY McILROY:  How many are playing? 

	Q.  77. 
	RORY McILROY:  I would say 70.  I mean, obviously there's a few past champions that play that might not be able to compete.  There might be a few first‑timers or a few amateurs that won't compete. 
	But then you've got the rest; I'm just looking down the list here:  Stewart Cink, Tim Clark, Ian Woosnam, no; John Huh (laughter) ‑‑ sorry, Woosie. 
	But I'm talking about the people that are playing regularly on the PGA TOUR ‑‑ (laughter continues) sorry, Woosie, didn't mean that. 
	But you've got a lot of guys that can win, a lot of guys that have won PGA TOUR events.  Okay, we're playing at Augusta, but a lot of these guys, the thing that I like, because it's the Masters and because it's so big or hyped up or whatever you want to say, you ought to remember that you are still playing against the same guys you play with week‑in, week‑out.  So I've beaten them before.  They have beaten me before. 
	That's why I'm saying, there's so many guys here this week that will feel like they have a chance to win, because, you know, okay, it is Augusta and there is a certain element of experience that you need to play around here, but you've got guys that are coming here for the first time, like Patrick Reed or Jordan Spieth, that I'm playing with the first two rounds, and they are going to stand on the first tee on Thursday and think, I've got a great shot at winning this tournament.  And they are guys here for the first time.

	Q.  When you played in Australia at the end of last year, did you get any feel or sense of how Adam's victory had affected the community there and the country in terms of golf's popularity? 
	RORY McILROY:  Yeah, definitely.  I think first and foremost, I think it was a great thing that Adam went down and played all those tournaments, because he didn't have to.  But he went and he thought it was his obligation to go down as Masters Champion.  I think he obviously handled himself really well.  He did a great job. 
	And you could see the effect that he had.  I was only there for one tournament, and was lucky enough to battle him down the stretch, and it was a great atmosphere.  There was so many people watching and it was great to be a part of.
	Yeah, Adam winning, definitely, I think it did a lot for Australian golf.  As I was saying a few minutes ago, it gave Australian kids a hero to look up to; gave them someone to aspire to be. 

	Q.  You mentioned 2011, obviously things didn't turn out on Sunday like you wanted it.  What kind of emotions do you associate with this tournament? 
	RORY McILROY:  Emotions?  Excitement.  I think you're always excited to come back here.  I guess respect, as well.  You want to respect the golf course.  You don't want to try and be too gung ho out there or go for so many shots.  You need to pick your spots where you want to be aggressive. 
	But I really enjoy this tournament.  I have no ill feelings towards 2011.  I thought it was a very ‑‑ it was a very important day in my career.  It was a big learning curve for me.  And I don't know if I had not of had that day, would I be the person and the player that I am sitting here, because I learned so much from it.  I learned exactly not what to do under pressure and contention, and I definitely learned from that day how to handle my emotions better on the course. 

	Q.  From 2009, when you walked in here for the first time, what matched your expectations and what was different than what you might have expected? 
	RORY McILROY:  I think everything sort of exceeded expectation.  I came here a couple weeks before to play the golf course.  So I sort of knew what to expect when I got here, but you're like ‑‑ I don't really know what the feeling is like if you know it's your first day on campus going to university or something; you're just wide‑eyed and looking all over the place. 
	It probably took me a couple of years to feel really comfortable on the grounds.  I remember coming in here in 2009 and saying to you guys, I feel scared to take a divot on the fairways (laughter).  But it takes time to feel 100 percent comfortable in these surroundings.  I feel like ‑‑ I'm obviously at that point now in my sixth Masters.  But yeah, it's always a thrill to come back here.  It's always a thrill to get that invitation early in the year. 

	Q.  You mentioned some transcendent athletes in other sports.  There was that expectation that you would join Tiger at that level and maybe to some degree you already have.  Have you looked at that expectation as more of an opportunity or as more of a burden that you've had to bear? 
	RORY McILROY:  I think more of an opportunity.  I never started playing golf to become, you know, as you said, a transcendent athlete.  But I think sport needs those.  I'm not saying it doesn't have one in like, say, for example, Tiger.  But like there's been guys this year, including myself, that have had chances to just win tournaments, close it out, and there are guys high up in the world that haven't done that, and obviously I'm in that category.
	As I said, as a fan of golf, it would just be nice to see ‑‑ it doesn't have to be one guy.  It could be a handful of guys.  But has it been a burden?  No.  It's definitely, I would say, more of an opportunity, because I never pictured myself being at that level.  All I wanted to do was be a great golfer.  But if you can go beyond that and transcend sport, then that's obviously a huge honor to be able to do something like that. 

	Q.  Course took a lot of water yesterday.  How much did it soften the greens up today, and do you think that might compress the field during the week? 
	RORY McILROY:  Yeah, the course definitely played softer today.  It will probably play soft tomorrow.  But by the time Thursday comes around, they have the SubAir under the greens, under the whole course, actually; and there's going to be warmer temperatures, some better weather, I think by, maybe not Thursday morning it still might be a little soft but certainly by Thursday afternoon, the course should be in great shape and it should be firm again.  It will obviously present a really good test. 
	I'd like to see that, because, as you said, soft conditions, it seems to bunch the field up a little bit.  So firmer greens and firmer conditions definitely separates it, which is a good thing. 

	Q.  Back in 2011, sometime after you had that moment where you kind of broke down in a conversation with your mom over the telephone and given what you went through last year, is there any sort of moment in the difficulties last year that's similar to that?  And secondly, have you done anything differently in terms of preparation, whether it's this year or in prior years?
	RORY McILROY:  No.  I mean, that's probably the only time I've cried over golf was that, yeah, the morning after in 2011.  Last year was nothing compared to ‑‑ especially blowing a lead in the final round of the Masters, because you never know if you're going to get that opportunity again.  So it makes it easier these days when you have two Majors in the bag and you don't really ‑‑ not that you don't care as much, but it's not the end of the world.  You know that you will have more opportunities, and you've taken a couple of opportunities already. 
	No, nothing like that. 
	Sorry, what was the second part? 

	Q.  Just have you done anything differently in terms of preparation this year than prior years. 
	RORY McILROY:  No, pretty much same schedule.  I played the week before last year.  I played the two weeks before leading up because I added San Antonio.  But no, nothing really any different.  Just worked on the shots that you need around here.  Worked on my short game a good bit and that's really it. 

	Q.  Did Matthew contact you to arrange today's practice round, and what did you think of his game and what do you expect him to do this week? 
	RORY McILROY:  He was just standing on the range this morning hitting balls.  I know the guy who is caddying for him this week pretty well, Ricky Elliott.  I was just hitting balls and was planning to go out in a few minutes.  JP said to me, Matthew Fitzpatrick is up there with Ricky, do you want to ask him to go out with us?  I said, yeah, perfect.  It was just something this morning on the range.
	Yeah, very impressed with his game.  I thought he hits the ball nice.  He's not overly long, but very solid, very steady and has a very tidy short game.  And he doesn't seem to be in awe of the week or the venue.  He seems very level‑headed.  I just told him to enjoy it; go out and enjoy it and have a ball.  Looks like he's doing that. 

	Q.  Do you expect his generation to be the next guys to be chasing you? 
	RORY McILROY:  Yeah, I mean, there's a lot of young guys coming up through the ranks.  He obviously had a great summer last year, doing what he did, obviously winning the U.S. Amateur and Silver Medal at the Open and getting himself into here.  There's a lot of guys that are coming through.  You never really know, but Matthew seems like he's got the game that he can do very well. 

	Q.  You mentioned you're comfortable on the course now.  What would it take for you to be some of those guys where something clicks in as you drive up Magnolia Lane; anything short of a win? 
	RORY McILROY:  I'd just like to get into contention again and have a chance to win the tournament.  I answered a question last week:  Could you see yourself finishing your career without a green jacket?  And I said no, because it's one of the top four prizes in the game, and that's what I want to win. 
	But this week, it would be great to get into contention and at least have a chance to win.  That would definitely ‑‑ any time you drive through the gates here, it sort of lights the fire up inside you.  But coming back here, if I don't quite win but get myself into contention and have a chance then; of course you're going to have some good memories coming back here. 

	Q.  Given what happened in 2011, any part of you happy that the Eisenhower Tree is not there anymore?
	RORY McILROY:  Not really.  I think it makes 17 play a lot different.  I don't know.  It was sort of like an iconic landmark for Augusta.  I guess it makes 17 a little easier off the tee.  I don't know if it will make it an easier hole in general. 
	Yeah, I'm sure it would be something just as big and spectacular to take its place next year.

	Q.  No bad memories about the ball off the branch ‑‑
	RORY McILROY:  The tree never really affected me on 17. 

	Q.  What do you make of being paired with Jordan Spieth and Patrick Reed the first couple days?
	RORY McILROY:  Yeah, there's going to be no Top‑5 players in that group (laughter).
	No, actually, I played a few holes with Patrick today, actually.  It's the first time I've ever spent any time with him.  Seems like a nice guy.  I played with Jordan a little bit, as well.  Yeah, it feels funny that they are going to be playing their first Masters and I'm playing my sixth; I feel like the veteran in the group. 
	Yeah, it will be good.  I'm looking forward to it.  Whoever makes the pairings up here always tries to do something interesting, and you know, it should be a fun group. 

	Q.  How much will you empathize with that first go‑around at the Masters, putting yourself in their shoes, so to speak? 
	RORY McILROY:  Yeah, when I teed it up here for the first time, I had not won a PGA TOUR event and I still was a pretty accomplished player.  But Patrick has won, what, three times on the PGA TOUR.  Jordan has obviously won once, and last year, Rookie of the Year, Presidents Cup.  So they are accomplished guys. 
	Of course, it's always going to be ‑‑ I feel the first go‑around here, you're always a little tentative.  I certainly was a little tentative in 2009, but they are aggressive players and they will go out there.  They have shown that they can play well on big stages and we'll see what they do over the next few days. 

	Q.  Are you a little uncomfortable with the idea of being, "The Man" of being LeBron, Cristiano, Tiger, is there some doubts inside that you are going to be that figure, or is there something perhaps in the Irish psyche that prevents us from going there?
	RORY McILROY:  I don't know about yourself, Brian (laughter). 
	But no, I mean, am I uncomfortable with that position?  No, I'm not uncomfortable with the position.  Did it take me a while to come to terms with it?  Yes, because it's not something you ever thought starting out your career you were going to have to deal with or handle. 
	But yeah, of course, if you're in that position, then you're one of the top players in your sport.  I'm certainly not at their level in terms of in their sports, but I'm working there and I'm trying to get there. 
	So I don't think there's anything in my psyche, as you say, that prevents me from doing that.  I don't think it's in the Irish people's psyche, either.  There's been a lot of great Irish people that have done a lot of great things. 
	So, no, I'm not uncomfortable, but it took me a while to come to terms with it, yes.

	Q.  You talked about your commitment to fitness, a gym in Palm Beach and a trainer and all that.  Jim Furyk yesterday was saying that the guys who seem to get hurt the most are the guys that work out the most; are you keeping a balance between doing too much?
	RORY McILROY:  Of course, there's always a balance between doing what you need to do and doing a little bit more.  I was in the gym twice yesterday.  I went to the gym before lunch and I went to the gym before dinner.  So obviously two different workouts. 
	You have to find the balance.  I think sometimes, especially when we have a few weeks off, like say around Christmas and new year, and we have some time off to train and stuff, we have to remember that we're golfers and, first and foremost, that's what we do.  It's about getting the ball in the hole.  So if I can run a hundred meters in ten and a half seconds, does that make me a better golfer?  No.  It obviously makes me a better athlete. 
	But I think there's certain things that you do for your golf swing, there's certain things that you do for your game in the gym that can help.  But yeah, I think it just has to be monitored.  It has to be ‑‑ you've got to feel how your body is on any given day.  But yeah, it's a fine line.  It's a fine balance.  We are training to be strong in our postures and strong in the golf swing.  And then on top of that, obviously people want to push their limits or they want to get stronger and they want to do something and they want to see how much they can lift; they want to see how fast they can run.  I guess that's just human instinct, always seeing what you can do better. 
	I think sometimes your enthusiasm has to be contained a little bit because you've got to think about your health, and ultimately what we do is play golf and there's only a certain level of fitness you need for that. 

	Q.  How different is Sunday afternoon on the back nine here from any other major?  You talked about 70 players being capable of winning.  Is not the key how they handle the back nine on Sunday afternoon? 
	RORY McILROY:  Yeah, it is, for sure, Dermot.  It's different.  It's definitely different, because you can hear the roars on the golf course; you can hear what's going on on different holes.  I guess, as well, you know that so many guys have chances for birdies on that back nine.  You know that someone is going to come and shoot 4‑ or 5‑under the back nine. 
	That puts pressure on you, because you know if you don't do that, you're going to get passed, so it's certainly different.  As you said, the people that handle that pressure better are the ones that usually come out on top.  You've seen the last few; someone always does something extraordinary if they are going to win on Sunday here. 
	I guess perfect example, Adam hit it so well down the stretch last year and couldn't really hole a putt and then all of a sudden makes one on 18 and that was the little spark; that was his moment, I guess, that won him the green jacket.  And then he went and held that putt on the 10th hole.  So it seems like every year, someone does something special to win.  So you know that that's what you need to do going down the stretch. 

	Q.  You've been talking in recent months about how you feel as though you are in a good place.  Last week Dave Stockton was saying, obviously there's been no question today, also, about equipment, which we'd been asking you about all last year.  Dave was saying last week that he says you're in the best place, mind, body, equipment than any major you've been going into.  Wondering whether you would agree with that. 
	RORY McILROY:  Yeah, mind, body, equipment, it's all there.  It's all there.  There's no excuses.  There's no excuses if I don't play well this week.  Everything's in the right place to allow me to play well.  So it's just a matter of managing my expectations, not getting ahead of myself, not thinking about Sunday when it's Friday afternoon.  Just really keeping myself in the present and in the moment and trying to take it one shot at a time and hopefully those shots add up to about 270 and I walk away with a green jacket. 
	Yeah, it's just about not getting ahead of yourself and just letting all the practice and all the work that you've put in come out in your execution and just get out of your own way. 

	Q.  Can you tell us about meeting Dan Carter this morning and have you tried to sign him for Ulster? 
	RORY McILROY:  Yeah, I was trying to twist his arm a little bit.  No, I met him yesterday in the gym actually.  He's staying in the same housing complex as we are.  I walked into the gym and I saw him on the bike, and I go, there's a big lad.  And I was like, it sort of looks lime him but then I'm like, what would he be doing here, shouldn't he be playing down in the southern hemisphere somewhere.
	So I was like, okay, I got on the treadmill, and before I started to run, I looked back over, and I was like, no, that's definitely him.  I went over and introduced myself and he's telling me that they are giving him six months off to recover from Achilles injury that he had last year.  And so he's just a big fan of golf here sort of to enjoy it.  Talked to him a little bit about the Heineken Cup defeat we had on Saturday.  But I think, yeah, it would take a few Masters wins for me to try and sign him for Ulster. 
	Yeah, it was great to meet him, obviously one of the best rugby players in the world.  It was a nice sort of chance meeting. 
	MODERATOR:  Thank you very much.
	

